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Notes

Lam grateful to Conaculta and the Michoacén State government for alowing me to take part in this new
instaiment of the UNESCO programme Pathways of Thought.

1. From the advent of ‘public health’ as an interventionist discipline the main criticisms of ‘urban chaos’
and the medieval city’s ‘irrationality’ began to be formulated. Thenceforth the layout of roads was
what directed the shape of the city.

2. CK. especially Republic, Timagus, Critias and Laws.

Cf. especially Politics.

4. On the subject of Magnesia, the city in the Laws, there is mention of building the city with words’
(Laws HI, 702d). This is very important with regard to architectural practice, since as a method it is
related to the act of planning architecturally.

5. A discursive category like that of architectural manuals: “We call founding texts those texts whose
aim is to fay out an autonomous conceptual apparatus that makes it possible to conceive and realize
new spaces’ (from stanros, theoretical basis for space that is built or to be built; seminal with regard
to the founding of cities}. Again, according to Choay (1980) both More's Utopia and Alberti's De re
aedificatoria are equivalent and paradigmatic texts from the formal, semantic point of view, However,
they differ in their manner of proceeding with regard to the way they generate the built space: one
using rules and the other a model.

Via the rules of hygiene and functional separation.

From its semantic origin the term contains a certain ambiguity because of the Spanish neologism

urbanizecion (urban development). Cerda called the new discipline this ‘Science of the spatial organ-

ization of cities”. However urbanisuto (town planning) is different from urbanizacion (habilitar parala
residencia y las prdcticas de la vida en sociedad: to equip for residence and the practicalities of life

in society) which followed a path paralle! to the rise of urbanismo (see Merlin and Choay, 1988).

hed

N

8. Like the linear city of Soria (1890), E. Howard's garden cities (1902 and 1919), Le Corbusier’s New
Delhi (1911) or Canberra (1913). For the most part the practice continued rather as a few remodelling
projects in European cities, chief among them being the paradigmatic project Haussman carried out
in Paris (1853-69).

9. ‘Deliberate intervention, organized by the political authority, in the built space, or that to be built, in
order to distribute communities and their activities in an orderly fashion throughout a territory, This
intervention, which may be legal, political, technical, ethical or scientific in nature, is determined by
values, practices and the actors mobilized’ (Merlin and Choay, 1988). )

10. Inorder to review the importance of the site’s specificities, the make-up of the place, its symbolic and
cultural value, the needs and aspirations of its inhabitants and its aesthetic sensitivity,

11 The quality of governability (like those of self-sufficiency and homogeneity) is what makes the city.
The citizens are the city’s actors. Citizens are not those who live in the city but those who take part
in the functions of government.
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